New water system on-line in Flem
-water order may be

BY CHRiS ISTACE

It appears the installation of a
new water treatment system in
Fleming may lead to an end to a
boil-water order that has been in
place for the past 15 months.

Regina-based Mainstream Wa-
ter Solutions installed a biofiltra-
tion treatment system in early
July to get control of high turbid-
ity readings in the town's su

v. The $214,000 system cost the
town 150,000, with federal and
ovincial grants covering the
dalance.

Turbidity—or the amount
of sedimentary particles in the

yater—allows bacteria to hide

here chlorine can’t reach it. 1f the
amount of chlorine is increased to
kill the hidden bacteria, the water
becomes undrinkable because of
increased trihalomethanes, a poi-
sonous chemical compound that
results from a reaction between
chlorine or bromine and organic
matter in the water,

While turbidity readings of less
than one are acceptable, three
consecutive  days of readings
showing a turbidity of three or
more forces a boil water order.

Town foreman Rick Hamm
says the system was registering
turbidity readings of 6.5 to 14.

"It peaked on one day last year
at 20,” he said while giving a tour
of the new water treatment plant
last Tuesday. “If it hits 20, you
don't need three days. The boil
water order just goes on.”

Brad McGongial, the water
treatment system operator from
1991 to January of this year, said
the turbidity in Fleming's water
appears to have been caused by a
sudden influx of manganese.

“We're guessing that it could
have been Caust,'gb a mineral
spring opening in the dugout,”

Town s bor/

said McGonigal, who adds the
water has been clean since the
installation of the new treatment
system.

“I ran it for 17 years and this is
the best water we've ever had,”
he said.

The new filtration systerm han-
dles about 10,000 gallons of water
per day. It includes nine filtration
tanks for ozonation, sand filtra-
tion and carbon fAltration, Four
storage tanks hold about 10,000

allons of water once it has gone
through the filtration process.

Hamm said the new system al-
lows them to use about one-third
less chlorine, while other chemi-
cals required in the old treatment
system have been discarded with

e New system.

“Now we're getting a turbidity
reading of 0.4 to 0.5 and it's be-
low one, where it has to be,” said
Hamm.

If these readings continue
through the next six weeks,
Hamm expects the boil water
order to be removed in mid-Oc-
tober.

The project isn't totally com-
plete. New pressure tanks will
replace two obsolete tanks cur-
rently providing water pressure
to Fleming hook-ups.

Hamm said the new system,
which can provide water for up
to 50 hook-ups, is more than ca-
pable of sustaining the 38 hook-
ups currently on line. Regardless,
should the town grow drasti-
cally in the coming years, Hamm
added that the system's set-up—
which includes a new building
to house the plant—is capable of
expanding to provide enough ca-
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pacity to sustain 75 hook-ups.
Reviews of the new water be-

ing provided by the town's sys-

tem have been good. In fact,
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many residents are finding their

water is softer despite the lack of

a softening system in the plant.
“The water is so pure that when
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near an end.
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Chris latace pholo
Fleming town foreman Rick Hamm says the community’'s new water filtration system
has stopped a turbidity problem that caused a boil-water order 15 months ago.

they are washing their clothes or
dishes, they are using half the
amount of detergent they used
to,” said Hamm.



